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Minutes 

 

Present: Cllr Johnstone (Chair), Cllrs Baker, Chamberlain, Hawker, Hill, Ramshaw, 

Roberts, Verran and Weaver, the clerk and 6 members of the public.  

1. Welcome from the Chair –  Cllr Johnstone welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. Apologies –  Cllr Alvey, Cllr Spenceley, and Cllr Treseder. 

3. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and any Other Significant Interest 

(OSI):  Cllr Ramshaw declared an OSI in relation to item 5a. PA21/12778.  

4. Public comment –The first member of the public spoke regarding item 5a. PA21/12467 and 

raised concerns that the new application includes the demolition of the existing building and 

replaces it with what appears to be a mini office building. He raised concerns that the 

proposed building looks industrial and does not benefit the village visually. A second 

member of the public commented to say that the new building will virtually be on the same 

footprint as the existing building. It was commented by a third member of the public that 

the new building will be more visible to some residents.  This member of the public also 

raised concerns that they have just had a renewal request for environmental waste 

collection, which includes an increase of 15%. It was stated that this cannot be justified 

when council tax will also go up and this is likely to encourage fly tipping.  

Proposal: Cllr Chamberlain proposed that the parish council contact Cornwall Council to 

raise this concern with them. This was  seconded by Cllr Hawker and agreed by a majority in 

favour.  

5. Planning 

a) To receive and comment on planning applications 

Cllr Ramshaw left the room 

PA21/12778 Mr and Mrs Tregarthen, Halleggo Farm, Helston Water, Bissoe. 

Construction of annexe, garage with gym/games room above and swimming pool 

 Meeting of Kea Parish Council  at 7pm on Thursday 17th February 2022  
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structure following demolition of existing outbuildings. Proposal: Kea Parish Council to 

submit the following comments – Kea Parish Council object to this proposal on the 

following grounds: 

- The replacement buildings are of an increased size, beyond the size of the current 

buildings. 

- The annexe is not subservient to the main dwelling, it appears unconnected and 

overly large in comparison to the main house. 

- The proposed garage/gym in isolation is probably enough development of the site. 

- The proposed swimming pool is oversized compared to the building that it replaces. 

- Kea Parish Council consider this to be overdevelopment of this whole site in open 

countryside. 

However, Kea Parish Council do not object to some development of the site in 

principal. Proposed by Cllr Chamberlain, seconded by Cllr Baker and agreed by majority 

vote.  

Cllr Ramshaw returned to the room 

PA21/12467 Mr and Mrs Curtis, Penhalls Farm, Penhalls Way, Playing Place. 

Replacement dwelling following approval for conversion of existing building.  

Proposal: Kea Parish Council to submit the following comments – Kea Parish Council 

support this application. Proposed by Cllr Hawker, seconded by Cllr Weaver, this 

proposal failed with a vote of 2 in favour, 3 against and 2 abstentions.  

2nd Proposal: Kea Parish Council to submit the following comments - Kea Parish Council 

object to this application on the grounds that it has moved and appears a much greater 

volume. Proposed by Cllr Chamberlain, seconded by Cllr Ramshaw and agreed by a vote 

of 3 in favour, 2 against and 2 abstentions.  

b) To note planning decisions - noted 

c) To note planning appeals or inquiries – none 

 

6. Cornwall Councillors report – CC Cllr Alvey – Not present. 

7. To confirm minutes of the meetings of the council held on 20th January 2021 Cllr Hill 

requested that item 10a be ammended to include that he felt that it was unlawful to make a 

decision on this item.  

Proposal: Cllr Johnstone proposed that the ammended minutes be accepted as an accurate 

record of the meeting. This was agreed by a unanimous vote.   

8. Matters arising and Clerks report – Clerk reported that a message had been received to say 

that the hedge by the school pavement had been fixed, the footpaths officer has agreed to 

try to get BW 40 cut before bird nesting season and the tree report has been received and 

circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. The clerk has attempted to contact the owners 

of the woodland behind the houses in Old Coach Road without success. Two new pages have 

been added to the website, one for history and the other for Kea Community Centre which 

will eventually house the booking system. It was requested that the painting of the benches 
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at Coombe be chased, and ideally that they are done one at a time if they need removing 

from site.  

9. Specific highways issues: To highlight matters to report to the appropriate authority 

Cllr Hill  reported that there are still issues with the road from North Lodge to Kea church, the 

traffic cones have been removed but nothing has been done. The drain is now substantially 

higher than the road surface.  A pot hole was reported at the bridge at Helston water,  clerk 

to report and to include that there is a need to do something about the natural spring. A pot 

hole on Vicarage lane next to back entrance of Melody house was reported and it was also 

reported that residents have cleared away mud on the road by the old toll house and it was 

requested that the clerk ask highways to clear the rest as there is a road surface under the 

existing mud. Clerk to report all of the above issues to Cornwall Council. It was reported that 

water is pooling on Pound Lane, just past the entrance to Goodern. The stone hedge at the 

end of the path from Lanyon Road is reported to have been damaged in a car accident and 

the stone have been thrown in the corner, this needs a proper repair. The Playing Place sign 

on the A39 as you enter the village was reported as having both legs rusted through.  

It was reported that a Cormac gang have been in Coombe, ditch clearing, however, the 

defective road surface on road to Coombe, has only been partially repaired and the road is 

littered with holes.  

Cllr Baker reported that he has been doing some further research into the extent of the 

highway at Coombe and feels that we evidence may be there to suggest that it extends to the 

foreshore. He continues to investigate this in conjunction with a QC who stays in Coombe 

occasionally.  

10. Specific footpaths issues: To highlight matters to report to the appropriate authority. 

Cllr Baker reported that there has been a small collapse on the Coombe to Bethel Turnapenny 

path. The clerk has reported this to Cornwall Council. There has also been a fallen tree which 

Tregothnan have dealt with. Tregothnan also cleared a bit of the hedge to make passing to 

collapsed path easier.    

11. Play area, MUGA and Skate bowl: To highlight any issues -  

a. Report from Parks working group – Cllr Chamberlain reported that there was a 

meeting on 10th February where Cllr Chamberlain was appointed as lead. Cornwall 

Concrete have said that they will carry out some repair work to the skate ramp this 

week. Shane used a power washer to do some cleaning of the skate ramp. Cllr 

Treseder and Tyler are going to remove the basketball hoops and they will go to 

Kernow sandblaster where they will be sandblasted . The group would like to get 3 
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quotes for replacing the paths with an increased width of 1.5m and raised slightly 

above the surrounding ground level using rubberised tarmac. The group would like 

to replace the broken wire fence that separates the park from the woodland and will 

ask the Woodland group to create 2 entrances from the woodland into the park and 

install “No Dogs” signs at these locations. Not all of the trees planted along the back 

hedge have taken.  

Cllr Hill requested that it be checked that the company used to make repairs to the 

skate ramp work to the appropriate British standards. He also queried which 

insurance will cover the work when being carried out and when complete. It was 

agreed that the Parks group will inspect any works carried out.  

Cllr Chamberlain also reminded the council that an annual inspection is carried out 

to ensure that all play equipment is safe.   

b. To agree tree works required and associated expenditure : The recent tree report 

has indicated that a Beech tree needs to be removed from the park as it is 

imbalanced and compromised due to a fungal infection. It is likely to fall towards the 

neighbouring property The clerk has applied to Cornwall Council to remove the tree 

under the dead and dangerous tree protocol, this has been agreed. Proposal Cllr 

Ramshaw proposed that the council spend up to £500 to remove the tree, and that 

the Clerk should arrange this once 3 quotes have been received, Seconded by Cllr 

Chamberlain and agreed by unanimous vote.  

c. To agree repair of wire fence and associated expenditure – Proposal: Cllr 

Chamberlain proposed that new wire be replaced in the existing concrete posts 

along the back of the park, seconded by Cllr Hill and agreed by unanimous vote. 

Clerk to get quotes for the next meeting.  

d. To agree annual inspection and associated expenditure – Proposal: Cllr Chamberlain 

proposed a budget of £250 for the parks annual inspection, seconded by Cllr Weaver 

and agreed by unanimous vote.  

12. Room Hire: use of rooms for meetings and associated costs 

Cllr Roberts reported that in the past Kea Parish Council have not been charged for rooms for  

meetings. Usually Kea Parish Council give the community centre a grant. However, this year 

the community centre have not asked for a grant from Kea Parish Council as they have had 

other grants. The community centre are now considering ongoing costs due to the rise in 

utilities and insurance. It was requested that Kea Community Centre submit a request for a 

grant in writing.  
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13. Environmental Growth 

a. Report from CEEG group – Cllr Ramshaw reported that the CEEG group and the 

events groups both met and that there is an overlap of these groups, so it is likely 

that we could merge these groups in the future. CEEG group discussed lots of 

projects, including the Bissoe community woodland with over 400 trees arriving 

soon. The tree survey was not available when the meeting was held. Bird boxes have 

been put up and existing ones cleaned out and a discussion was held about installing 

a plaque. Thanks to Cllr Spenceley for proposing planting seeds at Billy Brays Chapel. 

Cllr Treseder suggested there may be opportunities to volunteer to help with 

preparation of the school footpaths. The next CEEG meeting is being held on 

10.3.22. 

b. To agree the purchase of a sign and associated expenditure. Proposal: The Parish 

Council commission and install a plaque at the Southern Entrance of the woodland, 

to commemorate and name it, including a dedication to Nigel Rutter and the 

wording “Playing Place Woodland, community funded nature reserve, in memory of 

Nigel Rutter.” with a budget up to £300. Proposed by Cllr Ramshaw, seconded by Cllr 

Weaver. Cllr Hill raised concerns that the woodland was being dedicated to a former 

councillor, but was reassured that this would be a small part of the sign. The 

proposal was agreed by a majority of 5 with 3 abstentions . 

c. Cllr Ramshaw proposed that “the Parish Council adopt the woodland management 

objectives suggested by CEEG on 03 February 2022.  Any material changes to the 

objectives will be brought back to this council for ratification.” Cllr Hill requested 

that this proposal be circulated in writing, and asked that it be held over to the next 

meeting. It was agreed that the clerk would circulate the proposal and associated 

information prior to the next meeting. 

d. Cllr Ramshaw proposed that “the Parish Council authorise CEEG volunteers to 

scatter wildflower seeds on the verge at Billy Bray’s Chapel.” Cllr Hill raised concerns 

that seeds would cause an obstruction, and that it will obstruct an unrecorded right 

of way. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Weaver and agreed by a majority vote of 

7 in favour.  

e. Report on use of wild flower seeds, and agreement of locations for further seed 

planting: The clerk reported that initially seeds were given to people within the 

parish, they were advertised via a leaflet dropped to every house, displayed on the 

website and social media and on notice boards. No note was made of who they 
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were given to as they are consumables. Seeds have recently been given to 4 

residents of Playing Place when requested by them. Seeds have been given in 

batches of 100g along with written instructions on planting and care. We still have 

plenty of seeds left as Cornwall Countryside gave us extra when we purchased them. 

The trustees of Billy Brays Chapel have given permission for the CEEG group to plant 

wildflower seeds on the new bank at the end of their carpark.  Cllr Hill asked 

whether there was any record of whether they grew , clerk was unable to give 

information on this.  

14. Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations –  

 Councillor Ramshaw proposed that “the Parish Council hold a celebratory event on 

Sunday, 05 June 2022 at 12noon in Playing Place.  The Parish Council will allocate 

£4000 in funding however Cllr. Ramshaw will attempt to secure grant funding to the 

same amount.  If successful equal Parish Council funds will be released.” Cllr Hill 

asked that the vote for this proposal be recorded. Concerns were raised that the 

budget proposed was very high in relation to the size of Kea Parish Councils. It was 

reported that the CEEG group were very supportive of this idea and that activities 

would bring the community together. There was some concern about spending lots 

of money on food and whether this event could be catered for by volunteers.  

Cllr Roberts proposed that a budget of £2000 be set for the event, this was 

seconded by Cllr Ramshaw and agreed by a vote of 7 in favour (Cllrs Baker, 

Chamberlain, Johnstone, Ramshaw, Roberts, Verran and Weaver) with 2 votes 

against (Cllrs Hawker and Hill).  

All members of the public left the meeting 

15. Litter picking  

 Cllr Ramshaw reported that he witnessed and spoke to a local resident who was 

litter picking. She would like to have equipment if possible. Cllr Roberts also 

reported that she had witnessed a father and son who were litter picking. Cllr Hill 

stated that the idea was that the equipment would be given to households and that 

the budget would be increased if others wanted to have equipment and that he 

feels that there was a misunderstanding when the equipment was issued about how 

it would be distributed. It was agreed that this will be added to the next agenda for 

discussion about whether we provide more equipment. Cllr Weaver stated that the 

equipment is publicly owned and should be returned as it was lent, not given. 

16. Reports from working groups and representatives on other groups 
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a. School Path working group – Cllr Treseder sent a report stating that negotiations 

regarding the purchase of the land are ongoing, but nearing completion. The current 

owners have requested that some of the trees on the land be retained and these are 

currently being recorded to avoid any confusion in the future. The scheme will see 

acquisition of a 120m strip of land, 4m wide on Old Coach Road and 80m x 4m on 

the road going down to Kea Turning.  

b. Footpaths working group – Cllr Baker reported that there had been no recent 

meeting 

c. Police liaison group – no-one was available to attend the meeting this time.  

d. Truro and Roseland Community Network –  no-one was available to attend the 

meeting 

Cllr Hawker left the meeting 

17. Finance:  

a) To agree following payments: 

E Jenkin Salary and broadband                                                             - 

Shane Dudding (Park Maintenance)    - 

HMRC (NI and Tax)               - 

Tesco Mobile (DD)      £7.50 

Cornwall Council (election recharge)            £1604.96  

RCHT (Chairs allowance – Christmas lights prize)   £50.00 

Proposal: Cllr Baker proposed that the above payments be made. Seconded by Cllr Weaver 
and agreed by a majority vote.   

b) To receive monthly budget report  - noted 
 

18. Items for next agenda – Coombe foreshore (NB),  KCC, Fruit trees for the park, Woodland 

objectives, Litter picking. Geothermal report 

19. Date of next meeting is 17th March 2022 at 7.00pm at Kea Community Centre 

Working group meetings during the coming month:  

TBA -  Footpaths working group 

10th March – CEEG meeting  

Public copy of minutes available via www.keaparishcouncil.org.uk  

Chair……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

17.3.22 

http://www.keaparishcouncil.org.uk/
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