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Present: Cllrs Treseder (Chair), Alvey, Baker, Chamberlain, Johnstone, Roberts, 

Spenceley, Wear, CC Cllr Dyer, the Clerk, Alan Rowe – Tree Officer Cornwall Council, 

and two members of the public 

1. Chairpersons welcome: Cllr Treseder  welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2. Filming of meetings: It was proposed by the chair, Cllr Treseder, that the parish 

council do not continue to film meetings. At this point the clerk clarified that anyone 

has the right to record the meeting themselves on their own device, and that the 

proposal would not affect this. The proposal was agreed by a unanimous vote.  

3. Apologies : Cllr Hill and Cllr Verran. 

4. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and any Other Significant 

Interest (OSI) None 

5. Public comment  : Cllr Treseder introduced Alan Rowe, tree officer for Cornwall 

Council. Cllr Treseder asked him to explain the 2 different types of  blanket TPOs. 

Alan stated that there are 4 types of TPO, these are  individual which applies to a 

specific tree, group which applies to a select number of trees, area classification and 

woodland classification, where a line is drawn around an area. A woodland 

classification protects all of the trees inside the line in perpetuity, whereas an area 

classification only protects the trees that are there when the TPO is served.  Some 

older area orders mean that the older trees are gone and the new trees are not 

covered, so these are not used much anymore. Older area classifications are now 

being updated to woodland orders. Area classifications are sometimes used in an 

emergency until a woodland order can be served. Cllr Treseder queried the size of 

trees covered. Alan answered that  in a conservation area a tree is automatically 

protected if they are 1.75m high or have a stem diameter of more than 75mm. A 

woodland order protects everything of any size, even a tiny sapling. It was asked if 

you can do anything about dead or dying trees within a TPO area. Alan stated that 
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anything dead or dangerous can be removed without permission, and the council  

like to see well managed woodlands with better spaced out trees, but any thinning 

of trees would need an application for tree works. Cllr Baker asked, as a council what 

should we look for when commenting on planning applications to try to preserve as 

many trees as we can. Alan replied that if there is a TPO in place this would be raised 

on planning applications. If we see an application where there are trees involved we 

should be requesting a tree survey,  a tree constraints plan and an arboriculture 

impact assessment. If we know that there are trees on site even if they are not 

shown on the application we should ask for these documents. Cllr Chamberlain 

stated that it is not generally known that  people can request this information and 

that it would be good to share this knowledge with all Parish Councils. Alan stated 

that he would be happy for someone to speak to Parish Councils if Louise Wood is 

happy with this.  Cllr Chamberlain said that we are often driven by the 6 week limit 

on planning decision, and that planning officers are not always happy to delay this. 

Alan asserted that we should be getting this information at registration before the 6 

weeks starts. A member of the public asked whether you can plant new saplings in 

an area covered by a woodland order, the answer given was yes, you can and these 

will then be covered by the TPO as well. Cllr Treseder asked if we were thinking of a 

woodland order for the whole area from Kea Turning to North Lodge, should we 

support the existing one and then ask for a further one. Alan suggested that it would 

be best to support the existing TPO, if any subsequent orders overlapped then the 

original could be revoked. Trees have to be under threat to put a TPO on them. Cllr 

Treseder stated that the parish council are looking at creating a potential footpath 

where there is a TPO, we would like to remove some trees and put in a woodland 

scheme with new planting would this be supported?  Alan suggested taking a bold 

approach for public safety, but to put in a new tree planting scheme that could 

include good pollinator trees, wild fruit trees and trees that would engage future 

generations of children watching their growth and connecting with nature. Alan 

reminded the meeting that we are planting trees for the benefit of future 

generations. Cllr Johnstone asked whether a tree in a conservation area is protected. 

Alan stated that the conservation area provides protection for trees, so they do not 

usually put TPOs on Conservation areas.  
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The Councillors thanked Alan for attending and providing such useful information.  

The Chair invited a member of the public to speak. The member of the public wished 

to speak in support of the woodland order TPO that has been placed on land next to 

Pendown. He stated that  the TPO has a direct impact on his land and will impede 

him in time if he wishes to trim his hedges, but what has happened has made it look 

terrible and he  fully supports the TPO that has been served. He raised concerns that 

several other trees have been marked for felling and he is concerned that further 

damage could be done without the TPO in place.   

It was proposed by Cllr Treseder and agreed by the council that item 15 (Tree 

Preservation order for land next to Pendown) be brought forward for discussion. 

6. Tree Preservation order for Land next to Pendown: Cllr Alvey proposed support of 

the TPO on land next to Pendown. This was seconded by Cllr Chamberlain and agreed 

by unanimous vote.   

Cllr Treseder asked for opinions on requesting a TPO on the whole road from the 

junction with the A39 at Kea turning to the junction at North Lodge. Cllr Baker feels 

that this should be supported as there are a lot of lovely trees on this road. Cllr 

Johnstone raised concerns that there are a lot of trees growing around wires in this 

area, but it was confirmed that these can be cut subject to an application. Cllr 

Chamberlain raised the issue that a large TPO will cover several land owners, who 

will all have an opinion both positive and negative on a TPO and some may object to 

this. It was asserted that the main things to consider would be the amenity value of 

the trees and whether they are under threat. Cllr Treseder stated that anything by a 

road or on private property is at risk of being cut.  Cllr Baker proposed that the parish 

council put in an application for a woodland order covering trees alongside the road 

from the A39 junction to the North Lodge , this was seconded by Cllr Treseder and 

agreed by a unanimous vote.  

7. Cornwall Councillors Report : Cllr Dyer reminded the meeting that trees are a living 

feature and remembered what a huge impact Dutch Elm Disease had on the 

community, and how many trees had to be taken down when they became 

dangerous. In later years some grew as junior trees but still succumbed to Dutch Elm 

disease. Just recently Ash die back has become an issue and this is taking trees in 

some areas. We must ensure the health of trees in the area. Cllr Dyer reminded the 
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meeting that some imported species of trees can be problematic due to their 

veracity. Cllr Dyer stated that he had been trying to get in touch with Planning officer  

Jeremy Content about the Killiow estate planning application, but he has been on 

holiday. Cllr Dyer stated that as Baldhu ward is being removed from the division that 

Cllr Dyer will stand for in the coming election, which means that after he has 

represented the area for 20 years he only has 2 meetings left. However, he is always 

happy to support any member of Kea Parish if he can.  

Cllr Alvey reported that he had attended the Community Network Panel meeting 

which had included 2 presentations, one from Dr Ruth Goldstein, Public health 

consultant for Cornwall Council and a presentation from planning enforcement. 

Briefing today from Dr Goldstein. Today’s briefing from Dr Goldstein showed that 

since lockdown started infection rates in Cornwall have gone down 85 %. The 

advantage of this is that they can now trace these much more easily. There are now 

around 30 cases of Covid being reported each day. Most of the cases in Cornwall are 

in nursing care homes or in Hayle where there is an outbreak in a food processing 

plant. Next week’s full council meeting will set Cornwall Councils budget. A 4.99 % 

rise is proposed, 3%  being ringfenced for Adult social care. Cllr Alvey will oppose the 

rise, but it is likely to be passed. Cllr Alvey reminded Cllrs that an election is 

approaching and all councillors will need to complete nomination papers. The closing 

date for nomination papers to be received is 4pm on 8th April. There may be some 

changes to submission methods due to Covid restriction and there will be some 

changes to proxy votes in the case that you get Covid you can get a proxy vote on the 

day of the election. Cornwall Council will be encouraging people to nominate a proxy 

or apply for a postal vote in advance.  

8. To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 21st January 2021. It was proposed by 

Cllr Alvey and seconded by Cllr Roberts to accept the minutes as a true 

representation of the meeting held on 21st January 2021. This was agreed by a 

majority vote. 

9. Clerks report and matters arising. Clerk reported that one of the swing seats in the 

park has been damaged by someone setting it on fire. The seat has been removed 

and the clerk is in the process of purchasing a replacement. The blocked drains in 

Halvarras road were reported along with the pothole reported at Quenchwell and the 
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reduction of the width of the road at Vicarage lane due to mud and debris at the side 

of the road. These issues have now been dealt with by Cormac. The clerk has written 

to Tregothnan regarding the sign erected at Coombe but has yet to receive a 

response. The clerk has been unable to get the fence fixed at the entrance to 

woodland behind the park, but will continue to work on this. The owner of the 

woodland has indicated that he may wish to install a storage container at some point 

in the future to store tools for land and tree maintenance. The verge outside the 

Snooker Club has been cleared by Shane, so the landowner has not been contacted. 

The clerk has been invited to a meeting regarding the Tour of Britain cycle race which 

will pass through our parish and is scheduled for September. 

10. Planning:  

a. To receive and comment on planning applications:  

PA21/00437 Mr and Mrs Martin, Halonmoor Farm, Penwethers, Kea. Retrospective 

application for retention of agricultural building as constructed. Proposal: Kea Parish 

Council to submit the following comments – Kea Parish Council support this 

application. Proposed by Cllr Alvey, seconded by Cllr Treseder and agreed by 

majority vote. 

PA21/00409 Mr Evans, 53 Old Coach Road, Playing Place.  Works to trees namely - 

Oak(T1), crown reduction - Oak(T2) crown reduction - subject to a Tree Preservation 

Order(TPO).  Proposal: Kea Parish Council to submit the following comments – Kea 

Parish Council defer to the tree officer on this matter. Proposed by Cllr Treseder and 

agreed by unanimous vote.  

PA21/01026 Mrs Tripp, Chirwyn, Quenchwell. Non-material ammendments for 

minor changes to external openings to all elevations and removal of 2 rooflights on 

extension with respect to decision notice PA19/02907. Proposal: Kea Parish Council 

to submit the following comments – Kea Parish Council support this application. 

Proposed by Cllr Chamberlain, seconded by Cllr Treseder and agreed by unanimous 

vote.  

PA21/00800 Mr Eldridge, Trelens, Penelewey. Proposed 2 storey, rear, oak framed 

extension.  Proposal: Kea Parish Council to submit the following comments – Kea 

Parish Council support this application. Proposed by Cllr Chamberlain, seconded by 

Cllr Roberts and agreed by majority vote.   
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b. General planning considerations. Cllr Baker showed some photos of a newly 

built property in the parish that was a different colour and had a different 

colour roof to all surrounding properties. There followed a discussion about 

whether this should be considered when consulting on planning applications–  

It was suggested by Cllr Chamberlain that we should only consider these 

things if the application is within a conservation area.  

11. Specific highways issues:  

a) Provision of grit bins: 7 suitable areas for installing grit bins were suggested at the 

last meeting. The clerk reported that Cormac will only fill grit bins that they have 

agreed on highway land, they will not fill bins that have been placed on private 

land. Cllr Chamberlain stated that he was not keen to install any grit bins on 

private land as this will need a legal agreement in perpetuity. He felt that it would 

be best to install grit bins that Cormac would then take on the responsibility of 

filling annually. The proposed installation of a grit bin in Calenick would be a 

replacement. Cllr Baker thinks that there is space on the public highway at the 

bottom of Porth Kea Hill. Clerk was requested to go back to Cormac to ask if they 

could find space for a bin to be located on the public highway at the bottom of 

the hill at Porth Kea. Clerk to ask for comments from Cormac on all of the 

locations suggested in time for the next meeting.   

12. Specific footpaths issues: Cllr Baker reported that the riverside path in Coombe has 

had some of the landside bank slide onto the path making it very narrow in places. It 

was agreed that Cllr Baker would arrange a meeting with Penny Hodgson to see what 

could be done to rectify this. This has been exacerbated by recent very wet winters 

and the large increase of walkers in the area.  

It was noted that the way markers on the footpath at Treloggas have not yet been 

changed. 

13. Play area, MUGA and Skate Bowl: Clerk reported that one of the swing seats was 

removed due to being caught on fire. Clerk will source a replacement. It was noted 

that the park is currently very muddy and wet, but that the park is being very well 

used. The paths in the park are in a poor state and these will need to be repaired. As 

the community centre are looking at getting some groundwork done we could maybe 

tie in a quote for this work with them.  
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a) Annual safety inspection: 2 quotes have been received for the annual park 

inspection which is due in April. The company that was used last year have since 

closed. It was proposed by Cllr Treseder and agreed by a unanimous vote to 

engage Play Inspection Company to carry out the inspection this year.  

14. Provision of IT equipment/ internet connection for councillors: As some councillors 

have had difficulty joining on-line meetings due to a lack of IT equipment/internet 

connection Cllr Treseder suggested that there are 3 ways that this could be eased. 

The council could provide all councillors with all IT kit required, everyone can 

continue using their own kit, or the parish council could pay for connections at Baldhu 

Chapel and Kea Community Centre that councillors could use when required. It was 

suggested that it would create a lot of extra administration to provide everyone with 

laptops etc, and that this was not necessary.  It was agreed that this could be looked 

at again following the upcoming elections if there were any councillors who would 

struggle to engage with meetings. It was also stated that the existing internet 

connection at Kea Community Centre had been used to great effect by councillors 

when required.  

15. Coombe Meadows: The council have received details of an ambitious plan for an 

environmental growth project working on the meadows at Coombe. Cllr Baker stated 

that all orchards in Coombe are managed by Tregothnan, but the proposer has come 

up with a well thought out scheme. The orchard involved was well known for its 

primroses in the past. It is maintained by Tregothnan who strim it to keep the 

brambles under control and there are fewer primroses. The proposer has 

Tregothnan’s permission to work on the meadow, but it is not known if she has any 

volunteers lined up yet. The proposal is to scythe the meadow to encourage wild 

flowers to grow. Cllr Chamberlain stated that he feels that public money should not 

be used to enhance private land. If Tregothnan gifted the land to the Parish Council, 

that would be OK. The proposed scheme would mean putting public money into tools 

that will have to be stored and maintained.  It was agreed that the parish council 

would need more details on the benefits to the general public before they could 

support this project financially. Clerk to write to project proposer asking for more 

specific information about the gains to the public, a reduced request for specific 
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financial support and written permission from the land owner, also to state that we 

would welcome ideas for areas of public land.  

16. Acquisition of land: To be discussed in closed session due to Commercial sensitivity 

17. Finance:   

a. To agree bank payments for invoices received. It was proposed by Cllr 
Treseder and agreed by unanimous vote to authorise the following 
payments.  

E Jenkin Salary and broadband                                                          - 

HMRC (NI and IT for clerk) 

EHS General Maintenance      £120.00 

Zoom (Paid by Direct debit)                     £14.39 

Kea Community Centre (Park checks)                           £40.00 

Tesco mobile phone (paid by direct debit)        £7.50  

     

18. Reports from Committees and representatives 
a) Kea Community Centre – Cllr Roberts reported that Kea Community Centre were 

getting quotes to tarmac the edge of the road from the Snooker club to KCC. They 
are also looking at getting white lines painted on the  car  park and have received 
a quote for this. The dehumidifiers are working well and the centre remains dry.  

b) Environmental Growth – Although it has not been possible to involve volunteers 
in projects due to lock down, the Bissoe woodland project is moving forward.  
Alan Rowe has donated 75 trees to plant and the area has been flailed. 
Negotiations are ongoing with Cornwall Council over the lease which will be for a 
nominal annual £1 for rent. There may be a  need to import some topsoil which 
would level the site and also provide some income. As a point of interest Cllr 
Baker reported that a wild Beaver had been spotted on Tregothnan land locally. 
 

19. Items for next agenda  - Tarmac, unauthorised traveller sites.  

20. Date of next meeting – 18th  March 2021 Meeting closed at 20:35.  

Public copy of minutes available via keaparishcouncil.org.uk or on book shelf at 

Kea Community Centre. 

 

Chairperson………………………………………………………………………………………. 


