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Minutes of meeting held at Baldhu Chapel 

 on Thursday 15th July 2021 

 

Present: Cllrs Johnstone (Chair), Alvey, Baker, Chamberlain, Hawker, Hill, Roberts, Spenceley, 

Verran,  Weaver, Karl Ramshaw (co-option candidate), Donna Bennett(co-option candidate) 

and the Clerk 

 
1. Welcome from the Chair: Cllr Johnstone welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. Apologies: Cllr Treseder 

3. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and any Other Significant Interest 

(OSI): None 

4. Public comment: None 

5. Co-option: Karl Ramshaw  spoke to say that he lives in Calenick House, following a recent 

relocated for work. He attended a couple of parish council meetings in 2019. Karl stated that 

he has been undertaking the historical research and restoration of Calenick House and has 

been keen to contribute to the community since his arrival, being a member of the Parish 

Council emergency volunteer service, and helping with the Calenick phone box restoration. 

Karl stated that he is keen to make Calenick House more accessible, and will be opening the 

house for a garden party in September. Karl reported having experience in planning, finance, 

and websites and a bit of legal experience from his previous employment. 

Donna Bennett spoke to say that she used to be an IT trainer as well as having a background 

as a town and parish clerk for many years. This experience gave her a good grasp of how 

parish councils work and how Cornwall Council works and the interaction between the two. 

Donna stated that she has always wanted to be a member of a parish Council but had not 

previously had the time due to work commitments. Donna now works for the NHS as a 

project manager and has IT skills that include designing and building websites, along with 

project management skills. Donna stated that she wants to help the community and lives 

near the parish, although not in it. She expressed her interest in trying to retain the green 

belt which she sees the parish being.  
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Cllr Roberts asked why Donna wanted to stand for Kea Parish Council in particular. Donna 

responded to say that she loves the green belt area and hopes to be able to live within the 

parish in the future. She also stated that she has concerns about the volume of traffic going 

through the parish and feels that this impacts on not only the parish but the surrounding 

area as well. 

The two candidates left the room. 

Cllr Alvey proposed Karl Ramshaw as a candidate for co-option, this was seconded by Cllr 

Chamberlain.  

Cllr Verran proposed Donna Bennett as a candidate for co-option, but in the absence of a 

seconder she could not be considered .  

Karl Ramshaw was duly co-opted with 10 votes in favour and 1 abstention.  

Mr Ramshaw was invited to join the council and was asked to sign an acceptance of office 

form. The chair welcomed Cllr Ramshaw to the council and congratulated him on his success.  

Donna Bennett left the meeting. 

6. Planning 

a) To receive and comment on planning applications 

PA21/05514 Mr and Mrs Sivam, Valley Cottage, road from Bissoe Hill to crossroads by 

Rose Cottage, Bissoe. Construction of a log cabin to be used as a holiday let and 

ancillary accommodation to Valley Cottage. Proposal: Kea Parish Council to submit the 

following comments - Kea Parish Council are concerned that this application is not 

within the curtilage of the host property. Kea Parish Council would support this 

application if the site is within the curtilage of the host property with a condition that it 

is only to be used for holiday and ancillary use. We would like to see appropriate 

visibility splays on both sides of the access gate. 

Kea Parish Council are concerned that the development could negatively impact 

mature trees on site. Proposed by Cllr Chamberlain, seconded by Cllr Baker and agreed 

by majority vote. 

b) To note planning decisions  - noted. 

c) To note planning appeals or inquiries - noted 

d) To report any planning problems - none 

7. Cornwall Councillors Report: Cllr Alvey reported that he is focusing on better protection of 

trees within Cornwall.  There are currently only 4 tree officers who fall within the planning 

team, however, the forestry team fall within the Environment team. Cllr Alvey reported that 

he is on the Police and Crime panel and will hope to have some influence over the frequency 

of parish visits from police. Cllr Alvey is currently involved in the Landmark trees scheme. The 

scheme aims to provide trees to community councils or schools to commemorate an event or 

person. The Community chest budget is due to relaunch soon, and has been increased to 

£3000 per division. The Rules for applying have been relaxed with groups now able to apply 

for running costs due to normal funding streams having been affected by Covid. Applicants 

no longer need to be an organisation with a bank account and constitution. Grants are 
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considered on a first come first served basis and Cllr Alvey would like to focus his funds on 

young or elderly and vulnerable people within the district.  

8. To confirm minutes of the meeting of the council held on 17th June 2021 –Cllr Hill proposed 

the minutes be accepted as an accurate record of the meeting, this was seconded by Cllr 

Alvey, and agreed by a majority vote.  

9. Matters arising  The clerk reported that all highways issues reported at the last meeting have 

been reported to Cornwall Council. The clerk has been in touch with Cormac who have sent 

the result of the last radar class survey carried out in Bissoe in 2020. Clerk will circulate this 

information to Cllrs for information. Clerk also reported that she has had contact from 

members of the public regarding the traffic speed through Bissoe and also to report that 

there was an accident there last weekend on the junction. Clerk has reported the missing sign 

for Bridleway 41. The annual inspection report for the park has now been received but the 

clerk has not yet had time to look at the detail of it. The clerk has requested a price for 

installing a new bin in Playing Place, along with a quote for emptying it, but has not yet 

received this from Cornwall Council. Of the 7 bins in Playing Place, 4 of them state that they 

can be used for dog waste, clerk plans to request stickers for the other 3 bins to show that 

they can also be used for dog waste. The clerk has considered ways of printing the 

information from the website to display around the parish. This is not straightforward as 

there are a lot of links to additional information on the website. Clerk to look at this further 

as time allows. There is a tender out for the cutting of the grass in the park and at the rounds. 

Clerk will write to the owner of the verge to ask if they have plans for maintenance of the 

verge or if they are happy for the Parish Council to continue managing it.  

Cllr Baker reported that he had attended a talk about Playing Places and planned to start 

researching the history of St Kea for the Parish Council website. Cllr Hill reported that he was 

approached by a member of the public to say that the Coombe QR code signs had been well 

received and they would like to see the same for Calenick next. Cllr Baker reported that the 

telephone box at Coombe has been taken over by Tregothnan and they are putting in a 

defibrillator. 

Cllr Hill asked the clerk to confirm the retention policy for notes taken in closed session. Clerk 

to check with CALC how we should deal with these notes.  

10. Specific highways issues: To highlight matters to report to the appropriate authority  

It was reported that the chevrons on Penwethers Bridge are covered with brambles and are 

not illuminating at night. A pot hole was reported near Cryon Downs, before the stream on 

the Penwethers road. It was reported that visibility is poor when leaving Kea turning, 

particularly when you look left at the traffic coming from Truro, but wish to turn right.  It was 
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reported that the Industrial estate on the top Baldhu road to Cross lanes has become very 

active with many articulated lorries which don’t appear to know where they are going. The 

road surface is starting to wear away in particular where there is a lip to stop the water going 

down. Clerk to write to company and ask for them to guide their drivers. Large granite 

boulders have appeared outside Treasdale, past Quenchwell chapel. There is a Pre-app for 

the property at the top of Halvarras Road which appears to encroach onto the Highways 

verge. Cllr Alvey will let highways know that we have concerns. It was agreed that the clerk 

raise an enforcement regarding this as it appears that part of the property is on publicly 

maintained highway.  

a) Speed sign: Clerk reported that she had received 2 quotes for mobile speed signs, each 

for around £2500. There are a number of considerations to look at prior to making a 

decision to purchase one of these, these include locations and seeking agreement from 

Highways, insurance cover for the units and the moving of them and who will move them 

safely. Clerk suggested that 2 councillors join her to look at these factors before bringing 

a proposal to the councils. It was agreed that Cllrs Hill and Hawker would look into this 

with the clerk.  

b) Playing Place to Penelewey: Clerk reported that she had been contacted by a resident  

who had concerns about the risks of walking along the road from Playing Place to 

Penelewey. Cllrs discussed the fact that this issue had been looked into in the past and 

the cost had been prohibitive, being more than the annual budget for Kea. Highways 

have not been prepared to engage or contribute to changes in this area due to the lack of 

accident history.  Cllr Alvey has contacted the resident to let them know that both Kea 

and Feock PCs would like to make improvements in the safety of this road, but the cost is 

prohibitive. However, it may be possible in the future with CIL money if there was ever a 

development in Penelewey. 

c) Parking on Coombe Foreshore: Cllr Baker spoke regarding concerns over new signs that 

have been put up by Tregothnan in Coombe stating that parking on the Foreshore is for 

residents only. Cllr Baker spoke regarding the history of the maintenance of the highway 

down to Coombe foreshore, and displayed photos showing the extent of the 

maintainable highway on the definitive map. Cllr Baker feels that the evidence shows the 

foreshore to be a part of the highway and such has always been used and enjoyed by 

members of the public. The concern is that people who have poor mobility will no longer 

be able to come to Coombe and enjoy the calm surroundings. Tregothnan aim to provide 

additional parking, but this will be some way from the Creek up a hill. Cllr Alvey will 
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contact Cornwall Council Highways manager to ask that the interactive map is corrected 

in line with the definitive map. Following this we can ask Cornwall Council to request that 

Tregothnan remove the signs. 

11. Specific footpaths issues: Cllr Baker reported that he has not seen any cutting of the 

footpaths in Coombe yet. Cllr Baker has been in touch with Mr Fraser from the Ramblers 

regarding the Missing Footpaths project and Cllr Baker is putting together a pack that the 

clerk will be able to distribute to walkers who have used paths in Coombe that do not 

currently appear on the Public rights of way map. Clerk to contact Penny Hodgeson for an 

update on footpath cutting in the parish. 

Issues with Footpath 1 were discussed, but it was not clear which end of the path had the 

issues, so Cllr Johnstone offered to walk the path to check it prior to the next meeting. 

12. Play area, MUGA and Skate bowl: Clerk reported that she had received the Annual Park 

Inspection report this afternoon and will send to the parks working group.  

a) Fruit trees: Cllr Weaver proposed the planting of 3 to 5 edible fruit trees along the front 

wall of the park, roughly in front of the skate ramp where there is an open patch.  These 

would need to be planted between November and February. It may be possible to 

purchase the trees from a supermarket who usually have a special deal on fruit trees in 

February. A budget of £175 was proposed to cover the cost of the trees along with 

protective fencing for the trees. It was proposed that this money could come from the 

environmental growth budget. Cllr Hill raised concerns that this would cause a public 

protection issue because passers-by would not be able to see into the park. It was agreed 

to defer a decision until the next meeting to enable the clerk to seek advice regarding 

this.  

b) MUGA maintenance: Following some discussion it was agreed that the MUGA needs to 

be cleaned, particularily the white painted areas. Clerk to ask Shane Dudding if he is 

willing to do a few extra hours to carry out this work. Cllr Hill proposed a budget for £150 

to purchase any equipment that Shane will need to carry out this work. This was 

seconded by Cllr Alvey and agreed by unanimous vote.  

c) Path improvements: To discuss and agree budget for works needed – 3rd quote not yet 

received, so it was agreed that this item be deferred until the next meeting. 

13. Land Mark Tree scheme: To agree application, type of tree and location for planting. 

Cornwall Council has some funding to encourage communities to become more attached to 

the trees in their community. A 6-8 ft tree for planting in public land in memory of a person 

or event or the platinum jubilee. There is a list of choices of trees and also 20 Daley Oak – 
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Oldest Oak in Cornwall. Deadline 2nd August to apply for this year planting. Following some 

discussion it was agreed that it would be nice to apply for a tree to go on the verge by the bus 

stop, possibly a Holm Oak.  

14. Website: To consider the addition of a marketing tool for a mailing list. Quotes not yet 

received, deferred to the next meeting.  

15. Path by Kea School: Purchase still ongoing with solicitor, nothing new to report. 

16. CC Cllr Barry Jordan : Correspondence for reply, it was agreed that councillors would send 

comments to clerk who would draft a response to be agreed at the next meeting. 

17. Finance:  

a) To agree and sign cheques for invoices received. 

E Jenkin Salary and broadband                                                             - 

Shane Dudding (Park Maintenance)    - 

HMRC (NI and Tax)                                                                        - 

Zoom (paid by Direct debit)           14.39 

Tesco Mobile (paid by Direct debit)            7.50 

David Woolcock (Fence repairs and gate repairs)       210.00  

It was proposed by Cllr Alvey and seconded by Cllr Chamberlain that the payments be made 
as stated. Agreed by unanimous vote.  

b) To receive monthly budget report - noted 
 

18. Items for next agenda – Coombe benches , Baldhu bus shelter, Litter picking. 

19. Date of next meeting is on 19th August 2021 at 7.00pm at Baldhu Chapel. 

Public copy of minutes available via www.keaparishcouncil.org.uk  

 

Meeting closed at 21.35 

 

Chairman………………………………………………………………………………. 

19.8.21 
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