
 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 
Present: Cllrs Johnstone (Chair), Alvey, Baker, Chamberlain, Ramshaw, Roberts, Spenceley, 

Treseder, Verran, Weaver, the clerk and 17 members of the public 

 
1. Welcome from the Chair: Cllr Johnstone welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked 

the members of the public for attending. 

2. Apologies: Cllr Hawker, Cllr Hill 

3. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and any Other Significant Interest 

(OSI) None 

Cllr Johnstone led a minutes silence to mark the passing of ex-councillor Nigel Rutter who 

gave many years of service to Kea Parish Council.  

4. Public comment 

The first member of the public asked what the general feeling of the council is about the sale 

of the amenity land.  Cllr Johnstone stated that there was a general feeling that the council 

are not in the position to purchase the land out right but that it might be possible if there is 

a chance of getting money from other sources . A second member of the public asked 

whether Cornwall Council could give a loan? Cllr Alvey answered that there could be a 

chance of a loan from Cornwall Council, but not a grant. Cllr Treseder gave a brief overview 

of other ongoing Parish Council projects, 2 of which also involve woodland areas, and stated 

that the issue with taking on the purchase of this woodland would be one of affordability for 

the Parish Council. The fact that the woodland has been open to the public for more than 20 

years was raised and it was suggested that a letter could be sent to the auctioneer for the 

legal pack outlining this fact. A discussion about the benefits of owning the land versus 

ensuring that public access could continue ensued.  
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A member of the public raised the fact that this piece of land is in a focal area of the village 

being right next to the park and the community centre and that part of the value to the 

community of this particular piece of land is the location.  

Maintenance costs were raised and it was agreed that these needed to be factored in. Cllr 

Baker raised the fact that the council may already have some large maintenance costs, 

repairing the community centre drains for example. A member of the public raised the idea 

that there are people that would be happy to make a contribution to a fund to pay towards 

the land. Cllr Weaver asked the assembled members of the public whether there was a 

desire for the Parish Council to set up a Crowd Funder to raise at least £20,000. There was a 

general feeling that people would be happy to contribute to this. The only down side of a 

crowd funder would be that the amount raised would be public knowledge. There ensued a 

discussion about the possibility of the land being developed in the future. However, as there 

is a TPO over the whole area and the area would not comply with infill or rounding off it was 

thought that this is unlikely at present. Concerns were also raised about other ways that the 

land could be used ie wild camping, shepherds huts etc. Registration as an asset of 

community value was raised as it is used by many members of the public along with groups 

like the Brownies. It was felt that it might be more appropriate to register the area as a 

village green which would give all residents access to the whole area, rather than just the 

footpath. Access to the land was discussed with the agreement that it would be dangerous 

to allow access across the park. Concerns were also raised that access might be created on 

the strip that goes around the Snooker Club. A member of the public questioned whether 

the Parish Council would be able to manage the maintenance of additional areas as the 

paths are not currently well maintained.  Cllr Baker reported that the management of the 

footpaths had to go back to Cormac this year, but that it was hoped that the Parish Council 

would once again take this over next year. Cllr Johnstone confirmed  that if we owned the 

woodland we would have to manage it and this would be an extra expense to consider for 

the future. Concerns were raised over who else might bid on this lot. It was stated by the 

clerk that we have no way of knowing who might bid.  

5. Sale of Woodland, Old Coach Road, Playing Place at auction 

Cllr Chamberlain stated that the important issue was to ensure that the woodland is 

preserved for public access. We haven’t done this previously as there was no threat that the 

land was going to be developed, however, there is now a chance of this. The best way of 

doing this is to apply for Village Green status.   



 

 

It was confirmed that the parish council have around £38,000 in the bank. It is not possible 

to know what costs we will need for drainage for the Community Centre in the future, but it 

could be a large amount. It was felt that the council are honour bound to bid on this piece of 

land, but that the details of what might be bid should be discussed in closed session due to 

being commercially sensitive.   

Proposal: Cllr Chamberlain proposed that Kea Parish Council applies for village green status 

for this land, this was seconded by Cllr Alvey and agreed by unanimous vote.  

a) To compose a letter with additional information for the auctioneer 

Proposal: Cllr Treseder proposed that the clerk sends a letter to the vendors solicitor 

and the auctioneer setting out the public access nature of the land. This was seconded 

by Cllr Alvey and agreed by unanimous vote.  

b) Purchase – to agree whether or not to bid on this lot and how to raise the finance to 

enable this. Several different money raising schemes were discussed including raising a 

loan, raising the precept for the next year, checking with other parish councils, 

crowdfunding.  

Cllr Ramshaw stated that he feels that there is a real public wish to crowd fund and he 

would be happy to help with this. Cllr Chamberlain suggested that if there was not time 

to arrange this before the auction maybe a loan could be raised and then paid off with a 

crowdfunder.  Cllr Treseder stated that we do not have to buy the land to keep the 

current access and raised the concern that if we spend all of our money on buying this 

land we might need to put some other projects on hold. However, members of the 

public raised concerns that if we do not own the land there is always a chance of 

development in the future.  

Cllr Alvey proposed a vote on whether we should facilitate a crowd funding project to 

raise additional funds for the purchase and the parish council agree to bid for the land. 

Following a conversation around crowd funding it was agreed that further information 

was required, in particular whether it would be possible to refund money if we were 

unsuccessful in purchasing the land.  

Proposal : Cllr Treseder proposed that Cllrs Ramshaw and Weaver gather further 

information over the weekend which can be forwarded by email to all councillors at the 

beginning of next week, with a decision being made on whether to go ahead with this by 

email next week. This was seconded by Cllr Baker and agreed by unanimous vote. 

 



 

 

Cllr Alvey proposed going into closed session to discuss the parish councils contribution. 

This was seconded by Cllr Treseder and agreed by unanimous vote.  

All Members of the public left the building , and were asked to leave their contact 

details if they wished to be involved further.  

 

6. Date of next meeting is on 16th September 2021 at 7.00pm at Kea Community Centre 

Public copy of minutes available via www.keaparishcouncil.org.uk  
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